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Automatic United States Citizenship
• Jus Soli – Latin for “Right of the Soil”
• Commonly referred to as Birthright Citizenship (14th 

Amendment of the US Constitution)
• If you are born on US soil, you are automatically a 

citizen regardless of the citizenship status of the 
parents

• Other ways to gain citizenship through application 
process
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Automatic Italian Citizenship

• Jus Sanguinis – Latin for “Right of Blood” or “By 
Descent”

• Right of Citizenship by having one or both parents 
who are citizens of the state

• If your parents were Italian citizens, you qualify as an 
Italian citizen

• Other ways to gain citizenship through application 
process
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Advantages of Italian Citizenship

• You’ll be a citizen of the entire European Union
• Travel Europe without a visa
• Easier to purchase property and invest
• Own and operate a business in Europe
• Use Italian passport in more countries than US passport
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Advantages of Italian Citizenship continued…

• Qualify for Italian health care when in country
• All children under 18 automatically become citizen
• Children can attend university at low or no cost
• Children will have better advancement opportunities if 

working for multi-national companies
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Do You Qualify?

Litmus Test – Your immigrant Italian 
relative must NOT have naturalized to 
the US before their child in your path 
was born
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So you qualify…what’s next??
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Clotilde Amerinda Birth 
Record in Antenati

Giovanni Vallillo Birth 
Record in Antenati

Giovanni and Clotilde 
Marriage Record
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What is an Apostille? 
• Apostille authenticates the seals and 

signatures of officials on public 
documents such as birth certificates, 
etc. so they can be recognized in foreign 
countries that are parties to the Hague 
Convention

• Must receive from the Secretary of State 
that issued the document

• May obtain in person or mail the 
document with SASE, payment and 
apostille request form
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Translated Documents?
• All documents issued in the US 

(other than naturalization 
certificate) must be translated into 
Italian

• This could be most costly part of the 
document process

• Important to have a reputable 
translator complete this process
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VISIT THE 
CONSULATE
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Visit the web site ASAP! 
https://consdetroit.esteri.it/en/servizi-
consolari-e-visti/servizi-per-il-cittadino-
straniero/cittadinanza/

• Check your eligibility - 
https://consdetroit.esteri.it/en/servizi-

consolari-e-visti/servizi-per-il-cittadino-
straniero/cittadinanza/cittadinanza-per-
discendenza-familiare/

• Do not wait until you have all documents in 
hand because wait times can be years

• Make sure all documents are complete and 
correct along with application and fee
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Consulate appointment
• Primarily to ensure you have the proper 

application documents, bloodline 
documents, apostilles, and translations
• If everything in order, they will send to 

your comune to be processed
• Be patient! Bureaucracy and lack of staff 

cause great delays
• You will be notified by email. The 

consulate will register you in AIRE, the 
register of Italian citizens residing abroad
• Your Italian birth certificate will be filed in 

the comune records
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How much?
• Obtain certified documents from Italy
• Naturalization search through USCIS
• US birth, marriage, death certificates
• Apostilles
• Translations
• Application fee and Passport fee
• Travel?
• DIY - $1500 to $2500
• Hire a professional - $3500 to $7500
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SUMMARY
• Learn a lot about your heritage
• Time consuming
• Expensive
• Frustrating at times
• In the end, pride knowing you’re not only 

an Italian descendant, but you are an 
Italian citizen in the eyes of the Italian 
government with all the rights and 
privileges
• You have maintained the link to your 

ancestors and can pass it on to your 
descendants 


