
Internal Use

CIAO/ISDA 
Partnership 

Presentation
Tom Cirincione

John Vallillo
Dave Sansone

February 25, 2023



Internal Use

HISTORY OF CIAO

• Started in 2008 as the POINT Cleveland Chapter

• Changed name in 2014 to Cleveland Italian Ancestry Organization

• Meet bi-monthly at our semi-permanent location, Independence 
Public Library

• Discuss genealogy topics and other matters related to Italian culture 
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CIAO RESOURCES

• Facebook Page: 
• Cleveland Italian Ancestry Organization-CIAO Cleveland. We also have a new ‘Members Only’ page

• New Website:  www.ciaocle.com

• Email address:  clevelandciao@gmail.com

• Quarterly Newsletter:  Genealogy Giornale

• Database of Italian towns researching & Italian surnames or current and former CIAO members

• Annual membership dues of $20 entitles you to quarterly newsletter & private FB Page access

http://www.ciaocle.com/
mailto:clevelandciao@gmail.com
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FINDING YOUR ITALIAN ANCESTORS

• Start with what you know to find out what you don’t yet know.  Italian 
town of origin is most important starting point.

• If town not known, Passenger Lists and Naturalization Records are 
possible options.

• Note:  Italian women retained their maiden names.   Make sure to 
search under this name rather than married surnames.



Internal Use

ITALIAN CIVIL RECORDS

• Many Italian civil records for towns are now searchable online through 
two websites:
• Familysearch.org
• Portale Antenati

• Most common records found include:
• Birth Records (Atti di Nascita)
• Records Related to Marriage (Atto di Matrimonio, Pubblicazione, Allegati)
• Death Records (Atti di Morte)
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ITALIAN PARISH RECORDS

• Much more difficult to obtain.   Most have not been digitized and are 
located in basements of parish churches in Italy.

• Church records go back to conclusion of Council of Trent, 1500’s

• Records include:  baptism, marriage, and burial records
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DUAL CITIZENSHIP

Two Helpful Links:

• Dual U.S.-Italian Citizenship | Facebook

• FAQ - Italian Citizenship Assistance

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fgroups%2Fdualusitaliancitizenship%2Flearning_content%2F%3Ffilter%3D2100026046736455%26post%3D592240064505376&data=05%7C01%7Cthomas.cirincione%40huntington.com%7Cd197fad550cc4f42767608db15f00196%7C157a26ef912f4244abefb45fc4bd77f9%7C0%7C0%7C638127892808541857%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ABrAyuoF0V50WRXdYKUzb%2B9OxuQHXm1T5kdjqO8WmRo%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fitaliancitizenshipassistance.com%2Ffaq%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cthomas.cirincione%40huntington.com%7C3cdb1fb2237147cfd09408db15f6442d%7C157a26ef912f4244abefb45fc4bd77f9%7C0%7C0%7C638127919706457340%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=gGrfNkMJchWSvD1o14CCGK%2BjB4mY1OrUjzZrP0p%2F6xk%3D&reserved=0
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