
 

Kneeling Left: Charles Marsala, President of the American Italian Federation of the 
Southeast  

Kneeling Right: George Bochetto, Bochetto/Lentz Law Firm  

Sitting Row Left to right: 
Berardo Paradiso, President of the Italian American Committee on Education; Anthony 
Ficarri, National Commandere for the Italian American War Veterans of the United 
States; Cav. Dr. Gilda Rorro, NJ Italian Heritage Commission; Marianna Gatto, 
Executive Director for the Italian American Museum of Los Angeles; Basil M. Russo, 
President of the Italian Sons and Daughters of America and the Conference of 
Presidents of Major Italian American Organizations; Rosemary De Luca, Secretary for 
the Conference of Presidents of Major Italian American Organizations; Gina Biancardi, 
President of the Italian Cultural Foundation at Casa Belvedere; Dr. Frank N. DeFrank, 
Immediate Past National President for UNICO National; Dr. Daniel L. Stabile, National 
President for the National Council for the Promotion of the Italian Language in American 
Schools, Inc. and Professor Santi Buscemi, Italian American Legal Defense Fund, Inc.  

2nd Row Standing Left to Right: 
Robert DiBiase, Chair of the New Jersey Italian Heritage Commission; Gabriele 
Delmonaco, President for A Chance In Life (Boys’ & Girls’ Towns of Italy); Andre 
DiMino, Communications Director for Italian American One Voice Coalition; Dr. Joseph 
Scelsa, President of the Italian American Museum; Pietro Segalini, Senior Vice 
President for the National Council of Columbia Associations; Richard A. DiLiberto, Jr., 
Chairman of the Delaware Commission on Italian Heritage and Culture; Joseph Sciame, 
President of the Sons of Italy Foundation; Kathleen Strozza, Trustee for the UNICO 
Foundation; Patricia Santangelo, President, Italian Heritage and  



Culture Committee of the Bronx and Westchester; Joseph Rosalina, Vice President for 
the Italian Sons and Daughters of America; Mary Ann Re, DC Liaison and Ron Onesti, 
President for the Joint Civic Committee of Italian Americans  

Back Row Left to Right: 
Patrick O’Boyle, American Delegation of the Sacred Military Constantinian Order of 
Saint George; John Viola, National Columbus Education Foundation; Dom Amara, Chair 
for the Italian American Alliance; Truby Chiaviello, Publisher for PRIMO Magazine; 
Thomas Damigella, Italian American Alliance; Francis M. Donnarumma, President for 
the National Italian American Bar Association; Robert Ferrito, President for OSDIA 
Commission for Social Justice; James Rosapepe, Vice Chairman for the Italian 
American Democratic Leadership Council and Frank Maselli, Chair of the American 
Italian Renaissance Foundation  

Not pictured: Stephanie Longo, Associate Producer for the Italian American Podcast  

 

Hon. Mariangela Zappia, Italy’s Ambassador to the U.S., and Basil M. Russo, ISDA 
National President and leader of The Conference of Presidents of Major Italian 
American Organizations (COPOMIAO), seal a new diplomatic partnership on Friday, 
Dec. 3 in Washington, D.C. at Zappia’s private residence.  

 


