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November 7, 2021 
 
Hon. Kathy Hochul, Governor 
State of New York 
New York State Capitol Building 
Albany, New York 12224 
 
Dear Governor Hochul: 
 
The New York Commission for Social Justice is the anti-defamation arm of the New York Grand Lodge, Order 
Sons and Daughters of Italy in America. The Commission has, throughout the years, engaged in a wide variety 
of activities geared toward accomplishing its twin goals of promoting a positive image of Italian Americans 
and fighting bias, bigotry, and defamation. 
 
The Italian American community is extremely upset by the proclamation you set forth declaring Indigenous 
Peoples Day on Columbus Day.  Only after you received a multitude of complaints, did you amend the 
proclamation to state that it was Columbus Day.  However, this occurred a day after the Parade.  Now it has 
been brought to our attention that you have done away with the Unit of Italian American Affairs. Are you 
aware that the Italian American community makes up 15% of the population of our state?  We are concerned 
about your decision to do away with the Unit while keeping the Units of other ethnic and racial groups. 
 
When you became governor of our state, we believed you would do good for all the residents of our state.  
Unfortunately, that has not been the case as you have continued to exclude Italian Americans from your 
agenda.  In the few weeks that you have assumed the position you now hold, you continually disregard the 
Italian Americans that make New York their home.  
 
If you care about this rift that your positions have created, we are suggesting a meeting with you as soon as 
possible to mend this misunderstanding. We look forward to hearing from you. 
 
 
Sincerely, 

Michele Cangiano Ment    John A. Fratta 
Michele Cangiano Ment, President   John A. Fratta, Chairman 
New York Grand Lodge     NYS Commission for Social Justice 
OSDIA       OSDIA 


